ACTIVITY 1
1. How does Big Daddy treat the women in the play (reference specific passages) and what do you think of his actions? What does this reveal about his character?
2. The women are frequently described in animalistic terms. They hiss (1011), Big Mama is described “charging” into a room like a “rhino” (989), and she’s also described as wild (995). Mae (Gooper’s wife) is described as a “breeder” and, in reference to her fertility, Big Daddy says, “. . . she’ll probably drop a litter next time” (993). Even Reverend Tooker makes fun the two sisters-in-law with animalistic references (991). What do you make of those references and what do they say, if anything, about the women in this story? What does this say, if anything, about what the men think of them?
3. There is so much honesty in the play with Maggie openly admitting she’s after Big Daddy’s money, with it being clear that Gooper and Mae are after the same, Big Daddy’s clear disdain for Big Mama with him even admitting it to Brick, and Brick honestly admitting his use of alcohol to bring internal peace. Yet there is so much dishonesty that takes place as well. Cite (quote) one instance of honesty and one instance of dishonesty between two characters and discuss your thoughts on this.
4. In Act Two, Big Daddy gives a speech on pretenses and all the things he has had to put up with (1000). We also know that Brick won’t leave and neither will Maggie. Why do you think they “put on airs” or make themselves uncomfortable or even deeply unhappy trying to keep up appearances? Why do people in general put up pretenses and do things they don’t want to do even when it makes them deeply unhappy?
5. Neither Brick nor his father believe that their wives truly love them (993, 1015). Why do you think that is the case? Do you think the wives (Maggie and Big Mama) love their husbands? Explain.
6. Brick tells Big Daddy more than once that he doesn’t enjoy having conversations with him and that they’re pointless. “But this talk is like all the others we’ve ever had together in our lives! It’s nowhere, nowhere! - it’s - it’s painful . . .” (998). Why is communication so hard between Brick and his father? What about the others (Big Daddy and Big Mama, etc.)?
7. What line caught your attention or resonated with you most? Why?








ACTIVITY 2

After reading the play Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, in 3-5 paragraphs craft a response based on your thoughts of the play.  At bare minimum, your response should have a beginning, middle and end.  Here are some suggestions, below, as to how you should go about crafting a well written response.
· Write 1 paragraph that describes the plot and setting of the play.
· Write 1 paragraph that describes the characters and the conflict that is present in the play because of them.  
· Write 1 paragraph in which you respond to the play as whole, as in your overall thoughts on the play.

